
© International Baccalaureate Organization 2024

All rights reserved. No part of this product may be reproduced in any form or by any 
electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, 
without the prior written permission from the IB. Additionally, the license tied with this 
product prohibits use of any selected files or extracts from this product. Use by third 
parties, including but not limited to publishers, private teachers, tutoring or study services, 
preparatory schools, vendors operating curriculum mapping services or teacher resource 
digital platforms and app developers, whether fee-covered or not, is prohibited and is a 
criminal offense.

More information on how to request written permission in the form of a license can be 
obtained from https://ibo.org/become-an-ib-school/ib-publishing/licensing/applying-for-a-
license/.

© Organisation du Baccalauréat International 2024

Tous droits réservés. Aucune partie de ce produit ne peut être reproduite sous quelque 
forme ni par quelque moyen que ce soit, électronique ou mécanique, y compris des 
systèmes de stockage et de récupération d’informations, sans l’autorisation écrite 
préalable de l’IB. De plus, la licence associée à ce produit interdit toute utilisation de tout 
fichier ou extrait sélectionné dans ce produit. L’utilisation par des tiers, y compris, sans 
toutefois s’y limiter, des éditeurs, des professeurs particuliers, des services de tutorat ou 
d’aide aux études, des établissements de préparation à l’enseignement supérieur, des 
fournisseurs de services de planification des programmes d’études, des gestionnaires de 
plateformes pédagogiques en ligne, et des développeurs d’applications, moyennant 
paiement ou non, est interdite et constitue une infraction pénale.

Pour plus d’informations sur la procédure à suivre pour obtenir une autorisation écrite 
sous la forme d’une licence, rendez-vous à l’adresse https://ibo.org/become-an-ib-school/
ib-publishing/licensing/applying-for-a-license/.

© Organización del Bachillerato Internacional, 2024

Todos los derechos reservados. No se podrá reproducir ninguna parte de este producto 
de ninguna forma ni por ningún medio electrónico o mecánico, incluidos los sistemas de 
almacenamiento y recuperación de información, sin la previa autorización por escrito del 
IB. Además, la licencia vinculada a este producto prohíbe el uso de todo archivo o 
fragmento seleccionado de este producto. El uso por parte de terceros —lo que incluye, 
a título enunciativo, editoriales, profesores particulares, servicios de apoyo académico o 
ayuda para el estudio, colegios preparatorios, desarrolladores de aplicaciones y 
entidades que presten servicios de planificación curricular u ofrezcan recursos para 
docentes mediante plataformas digitales—, ya sea incluido en tasas o no, está prohibido 
y constituye un delito.

En este enlace encontrará más información sobre cómo solicitar una autorización por 
escrito en forma de licencia: https://ibo.org/become-an-ib-school/ib-publishing/licensing/
applying-for-a-license/.



8824 – 6010
© International Baccalaureate Organization 202415 pages

22 October 2024

Zone A afternoon Zone B afternoon Zone C afternoon

 45 minutes

Biology
Standard level
Paper 1

Instructions to candidates

 y Do not open this examination paper until instructed to do so.
 y Answer all the questions.
 y For each question, choose the answer you consider to be the best and indicate your choice on 

the answer sheet provided.
 y The maximum mark for this examination paper is [30 marks].
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1. Which process is required for development of specialized tissues in a multicellular organism?

A. Expression of some genes in the genome but not others

B. Production of memory cells

C. Signals either from nerves or from hormones

D. Cell replacement

2. The diagram shows a prokaryotic cell.

I

VI IV

IIIII

V

Which two structures are correctly identified?

A. I is the cell wall and II is a vesicle.

B. III is a chromosome and IV is the matrix.

C. V is a ribosome and VI is the plasma membrane.

D. III is the nucleus and V is a vesicle.
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3. The diagram shows a phospholipid molecule.

X

Y

What are properties of X and Y?

X Y

A. hydrophilic negatively charged

B. hydrophilic non-polar 

C. hydrophobic non-polar

D. hydrophobic negatively charged

4. The diagram shows a membrane transport process.

What is the process and how could it be used by a cell?

Process Use

A. exocytosis synaptic transmission

B. exocytosis feeding in Paramecium

C. endocytosis synaptic transmission

D. endocytosis feeding in Paramecium
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5. Leaf cells in spinach (Spinacia oleracea) have ribosomes in their cytoplasm with a relative 
molecular mass of 3 847 000 and smaller ribosomes inside their chloroplasts with a relative 
molecular mass of 2 448 000. What is an explanation for spinach leaf cells having ribosomes  
of two different sizes?

A. The chloroplasts of plant cells evolved from a photosynthetic prokaryote.

B. Proteins inside chloroplasts are all smaller than proteins in the cytoplasm.

C. Ribosomes in the cytoplasm are attached to endoplasmic reticulum, whereas ribosomes  
in chloroplasts are free.

D. Ribosomes in the cytoplasm synthesise proteins, whereas ribosomes in chloroplasts  
absorb light.
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6. The equation shows a reaction that leaf cells perform.
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What are features of this reaction?

A. Sugar X is alpha-D-glucose, Sugar Z is maltose, and the reaction is catabolic.

B. Sugar Y is beta-D-glucose, Sugar Z is sucrose, and the reaction is anabolic.

C. A disaccharide is produced by a condensation reaction.

D. Two monosaccharides are combined in a hydrolysis reaction.
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7. What is the main reason for hemoglobin being needed in blood?

A. It ensures that blood clots rapidly when it is exposed to oxygen at a cut.

B. Oxygen molecules are non-polar, so blood plasma cannot transport enough of them.

C. Hemoglobin determines the blood group of a person.

D. Hemoglobin in the blood prevents sickle cell anemia.

8. The diagram shows a fatty acid molecule.
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What type of fatty acid is this?

A. Saturated

B. Monounsaturated 

C. Cis unsaturated 

D. Trans unsaturated

9. Insulin is a protein. In human insulin, there are a total of 51 amino acids, in two polypeptides.  
How many peptide bonds are there in a molecule of human insulin?

A. 48

B. 49

C. 50

D. 51
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10. Which of the following complementary base pairs is/are found in a DNA double helix?

I. Cytosine – guanine

II. Thymine – adenine

III. Adenine – uracil

A. I only

B. I and II only

C. II and III only

D. I, II and III

11. In which processes are RNA polymerase and DNA polymerase used?

RNA polymerase DNA polymerase

A. translation transcription

B. transcription translation

C. transcription replication

D. replication transcription

12. How is a new allele produced?

A. Cloning

B. Mutation

C. Differentiation

D. Natural selection
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13. What type of cell is represented in the diagram?

nucleus

A. Haploid gamete

B. Haploid somatic cell

C. Diploid gamete

D. Diploid somatic cell

14. There is no evidence that rates of non-disjunction in meiosis increase as the age of the father 
increases from 30 to 45, yet the frequency of Down syndrome in offspring increases. What could 
explain this?

A. Down syndrome is not caused by non-disjunction.

B. Meiosis rates decrease in males between the ages of 30 and 45.

C. Down syndrome is sex-linked, so non-disjunction can only take place in the mother.

D. Rates of non-disjunction increase as the age of the mother increases, and parents of a child 
tend to be similar in age.
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15. The Cancer Council of New South Wales has stated that one in five cancer deaths are caused by 
smoking. How can smoking cause cancer?

A. 20 % of smokers get cancer.

B. Cigarette smoke contains mutagenic chemicals.

C. Smoking reduces the rate of mitosis in cells.

D. Smoking is addictive.

16. What causes DNA to move during gel electrophoresis?

A. DNA is negatively charged, so it is attracted towards the positive electrode.

B. DNA is positively charged, so it is repelled by the positive electrode.

C. DNA is negatively charged, so it is attracted towards positive charges in the gel.

D. DNA is positively charged, so it is attracted towards negative charges in the gel.

17. What is the difference between a detritivore and a saprotroph?

A. Detritivores are animals, and saprotrophs are plants.

B. Detritivores feed on dead organic matter, and saprotrophs feed on living organisms.

C. Detritivores digest food internally, and saprotrophs digest it externally.

D. Detritivores are autotrophic, and saprotrophs are heterotrophic.
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18. What is represented by everything inside the oval area in the diagram?

autotrophs heterotrophs

abiotic environment

A. A community

B. An ecosystem

C. A food web

D. A habitat
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19. The graph shows monthly mean atmospheric carbon dioxide concentrations measured at Mauna 
Loa Observatory, Hawaii in 2020 and 2021.

410

415

420

2020 2021

Mean CO2 concentration /
parts per million (ppm)

Years

Which processes contribute to changes in monthly mean atmospheric carbon dioxide 
concentrations?

A. Combustion of coal, forest fires, ozone depletion

B. Photosynthesis, respiration and burning of fossil fuels

C. Emissions of carbon dioxide, methane and nitrogen oxides

D. Peat formation, drainage of wetlands and loss of coral reefs

20. What type of radiation is absorbed by carbon dioxide and methane in the Earth’s atmosphere?

A. Heat emitted by greenhouse gases

B. Ultraviolet light emitted by the Sun

C. Short wave radiation emitted by the Sun

D. Long wave radiation emitted by the surface of the Earth
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21. What is evolution?

A. Change in the heritable characteristics of a species

B. Change in the phenotype of a species 

C. Speciation due to geographical separation

D. Survival of the fittest

22. Some plant species reproduce by cloning instead of sexual reproduction. Are these species likely 
to adapt rapidly or slowly to environmental change, and what is a reason for this?

A. Rapidly, as mutation rates are high during cloning

B. Rapidly, as combinations of genes are reassorted by meiosis

C. Slowly, as offspring produced by cloning are genetically identical

D. Slowly, as fewer offspring are produced than with sexual reproduction
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23. Aurelia aurita are multicellular organisms that have stinging cells and a single opening to their 
digestive system.

To which phylum does Aurelia aurita belong?

A. Animals

B. Cnidaria

C. Mollusca

D. Porifera

24. The cladogram shows four clades. 

Crocodiles

Birds

Turtles

Lizards and snakes

What conclusion can be drawn from the cladogram?

A. Crocodiles are more closely related to birds than to other reptiles.

B. Birds are not reptiles.

C. Turtles are more closely related to lizards than to crocodiles.

D. Snakes evolved from lizards.
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25. The pancreas secretes a fluid that passes to the small intestine via the pancreatic duct. What does 
the fluid contain?

A. Amylase

B. Bile

C. Insulin

D. Mucus

26. What route does deoxygenated blood follow from the heart to the lungs?

A. Left atrium → left ventricle → pulmonary vein

B. Right atrium → right ventricle → pulmonary vein

C. Left atrium → left ventricle → pulmonary artery

D. Right atrium → right ventricle → pulmonary artery

27. The graph shows pressure changes during the cardiac cycle.
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Which structures are represented by lines X, Y and Z?

X Y Z

A. left ventricle left atrium aorta

B. left ventricle aorta left atrium

C. aorta left atrium left ventricle

D. aorta left ventricle left atrium



– 15 – 8824 – 6010

28. What causes blood clots to form?

A. Adhesion between blood cells

B. Cohesion between blood cells and the rough surfaces of a cut

C. Secretion of fibrinogen by platelets

D. Trapping of blood cells in fibrin

29. Which changes in a country are most likely to reduce the incidence of emphysema?

A. Banning emissions of air pollutants and reducing consumption of saturated fats

B. Raising the price of cigarettes and banning emissions of air pollutants

C. Banning trans fats from foods and raising the price of cigarettes

D. Reducing passive smoking and banning trans fats from foods

30. A person is feeling sleepy and has low appetite for food, due to secretion of two hormones.  
Which hormones are most likely to have been secreted?

A. Thyroxin and glucagon

B. Glucagon and leptin

C. Leptin and melatonin 

D. Melatonin and thyroxin
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